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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LISBON 00078 05I332Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SS-I5 SP-02 L-03 NSC-05 H-01 PRS-OI 
INR-07 PA-OI BIB-OI EURE-00 /049 W 

05I340Z 078856/53 

PR I5I2I8Z JAN 77 
PM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0000 
INEO AMCONSUL MUNICH 
USIA WASHDC 

CONPIDENTIAL LISBON 0078 

USIA POR lEU/MCLAUGHLIN 

E.O. 1 1652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: PINT, PO, US 

SUBJECT: BIB/RPE NEGOTIATIONS: GOP ALERTED 

REF: LISBON 8909 AND 8933 

1 . DCM JAN 4 RAISED CURRENT PROBLEM IN BIB/RPE TALKS WITH 
VICTOR CUNHA REGO, SECRETARY TO CABINET AND SOARES CONPIDANT. 
CUNHA REGO WAS NOT AWARE OF THE CURRENT STATE OF PLAY ON 
RENEGOTIATION OF RARET CONTRACT. DCM REVIEWED RARET'S PAST 
HISTORY, CHANGED STATUS VIA CREATION OP BIB, CURRENT 
CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS RPE/RL, USG INTEREST. 

NOTING EXORBITANT RENTAL AND OTHER POINTS AT ISSUE, DCM 
EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN AT ATTITUDE TAKEN BY MAJOR PIGUEIREDO. 

LEFT WITH CUNHA REGO COPIES OP DEC. 29 LETTERS 

BETWEEN RARET MANAGER AND FIGUEIREDO (TEXTS IN REPTELS), 

POINTING OUT THAT IT WAS DIPFICULT FOR US TO UNDERSTAND 
PIGUEIREDO’S POSITION AND THAT, IN ANY CASE, WE DID NOT 
APPRECIATE HIS UNILATERALLY-IMPOSED DEADLINES NOR 
HIS THREATS. 

2. CUNHA REGO UNDERSTOOD AND SYMPATHIZED WITH OUR 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LISBON 00078 05I332Z 

APPROACH. HE DESCRIBED PIGUEIREDO AS "STUPID" AND 
SAID THAT MANUEL ALEGRE, PIGUEIREDO'S BOSS, WAS HAVING 
DIPFICULTY WITH HIM. HE ADDED THAT PIGUEIREDO WAS 
DOING A "TERRIBLE JOB" OF RUNNING THE PORTUGUESE 
STATE RADIO AND MIGHT HAVE TO BE REMOVED. 

3. CUNHA REGO SAID HE WOULD ATTEND TO THE MATTER 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


PERSONALLY; THAT HE WOULD TAKE IT UP WITH MANUEL 
ALEGRE AND, IF NECESSARY, PRIME MINISTER SOARES. HE 
SAID HE WOULD BE BACK IN TOUCH AS SOON AS HE COULD, 

PROBABLY BY THE END OF THIS WEEK. 

4. COMMENT: CUNHA REGO'S REACTION IS ENCOURAGING AND 
WE INTEND TO PURSUE MATTER. NEVERTHELESS, ADMINISTRATIVE 
MACHINERY HERE IS BOTH CREAKY AND UNCOORDINATED, SO WE 
HAVE TO REMAIN PREPARED TO DEAL WITH FIGUEIREDO-AND 
HIS DRAFT CONTRACT-AS LONG AS HE HAS FORMAL 
RESPONSIBILITY. THEREFORE, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS BIB CONTINUE 
ANALYSIS OF HIS DRAFT CONTRACT, WITH VIEW TOWARDS RESPOND- 
ING, IF NECESSARY, BY JAN. 15. 

CARLUCCI 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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